Some attend the same church

EVEN as the Aware saga continues to unfold, it ap-
pears that some of the newcomers in its leadership
are familiar faces at the Anglican Church Of Our Sav-
iour at Margaret Drive.

Aside from new Aware president Josie Lau and
her husband Alan Chin, the others are believed to be
Ms Charlotte Wong, Ms Irene Yee, Ms Jenica Chua,
Ms Maureen Ong and Ms Sally Ang.

So far, the new Aware leaders have refused to an-
swer questions about whether they knew each other
before sweeping the elections three weeks ago.

According to a long-time friend, Dr Chin is relat -
ed to former law dean Dr Thio Su Mien and her
daughter, Nominated Member of Parliament Profes-
sor Thio Li-Ann.

When contacted, the NMP declined to answer
any questions. Dr Chin did not respond to questions
e-mailed to him.

But checks yesterday showed that Dr Thio Su
Mien and her husband, Mr Thio Gim Hock, the chief
executive officer of property investor Overseas Un-

ion Enterprise, attend the church and also hold regu-
lar faith-healing sessions at their home.

Senior pastor Derek Hong was not answering any
questions about his church members or Aware yes-
terday.

Asked if any of the new Aware exco members at -
tended his church, he replied: “No comment.”

Housed in a renovated former cinema near Com-
monwealth, the church has a congregation of about
4,000.

It takes a strong stand against homosexuality and
states so on its website.

“Homosexual practice is contrary to God’s Word.
So we stand against that and the active and aggres-
sive promotion of such behaviour,” it states.

It believes homosexuals can change, and has a
programme to counsel and help those who want to
give up “homosexual thoughts, tendencies and prac-
tices”.
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